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Swimming in South Africa has existed for well over a century under the banner of the South
African Amateur Swimming Union (SAASU) — an avowedly historically exclusively white
aquatics organisation. However, SAASU did little or nothing to cater for swimming among
black sportspeople (black being defined as all disenfranchised people prior to April 1994). As
a result, black sports administrators began organising the sport on a regional basis way back

, 1998

The same four centres were again represented and this meeting adopted the unanimous
resolution of forming the South African Amateur Swimming Federation. This meeting took
place on April 6, 1966. The constitution was discussed and this was also adopted and Mr. W.A.
Paulse, who was pro-tem chairman until then, was elected president of the Federation. Mr. Eric
Barlow, pro-tem secretary, was elecqd secretary while Messrs. A.L. van Breda and R.

since the mid fifties. Abrahams filled the positions of treasur®g and records clerk respectively.”

Although organised swimming started much later, by the early part of the 20 century, social ,\},ﬁajggff, -
swimming was already taking place among black people, using whqtever facilities were .z_«ﬁfqu'":‘iffé‘:"/ eo&;&:\: ’.; Co-inciding with these meetings, inter-
available to them at the time, including rivers and dams. By the middle of the century, v“i_?if;?i:”"q@a vgm&\ig.:;c:’ﬁzx:& orovincial competitions were organised.
swimming began to take on an organl_sed form, partlcu_larly In the then _Nat_al province (now - 02\\;‘;’3‘;,/’ 1 ,\‘ ,,h?‘,cn;;g,&;:;;q,;;@,o\% St The first ever inter-provincial took place in
KwaZulu-Natal), Western Cape and Griqualand West (Kimberley). Organisations such as the P T et et s e % January 1965 in Cape Town. Four teams
Natal Indian Amateur Swimming Association and the Western Cape Amateur Swimming s o %jf?°f¢9~"’f»q\ql’;w*f““’° ﬁﬁ\}:\,\xgbef* 3 (Eastern  Province, Western  Cape,
Associa_ltion d_eveloped t_he sport_ In their partic_ular regions, with c_)rgar_ﬂsation of_ the African / . 333'*.’??0:3’3;‘7«?:;' o “ &\.\z:x; ¥ e 4 Griqualand West and Natal) participated
townships taking place in the_mld seventies with the Amateur Swimming Association qf the o :f:i&zj,‘,;:;‘”.;:;:.jo > - 3; e his was followed by another national
Western Transvaal. The following extract from the souvenir brochure of the first official inter- - 00&6 i Q.,ofzf::(’““f;j e 0% it ~ cempetition at the time of the launch of
provincial swimming competition among black sportpersons provides a historical context: g 33\’3355* o7 :;:“Qméﬂ s ;\f}")f“f’i&’“" th& new Federation, in Durban (Balkumar
\l\':"‘;'gf;lg:;\? 5 :"”3 oo @: &Vxﬁji’":q%:’{%geii i}\x) Singh Baths, Asherville) from 5 - 9 April
T e, «; o ;’wo/;&j&: oo ,,,«ggi’:’%“‘“’ o 19665 0On both these occasions, the Natal
g s o o 5e® RN : :
“The present Association was formed Iin the gloomy atmosphere of a humble .L?:;;«“‘ s S\Iﬁ;,g%)fiﬁio" Q/f»,)i/?jf X\o/fj% 5 teamvegn convincingly.
shack which was the club house of the Durban Indian Surf Life Saving Club Yoo ot \@x«,%a/vl/,{ﬂ/v 6590)/”)/
on the beach on the 21st May 1956. The onus had fallen on the lifesavers to " c%jf?)«/\;;%f;/,\gf”/sji: g™ e
promote swimming because they were perhaps the only members of the ““‘"6@)‘%’3&'.,&&j(;f;‘&:,j;o:;w‘: @,«,:;‘%vg“.ff:.--
community to have some knowledge of swimming at that time. The . L RS L
Association has weathered many storms under the careful guidance of Mr. B. - \\\W;}@f{'ﬁ; e :jj%;.fw“’c@%‘iegja&:@:: > @
B. Singh and his fellow lifesavers. They had the support of many prominent ' Ve T St e B et et
: . L Wos atane® A B0% 9075 O ae 0> Voco?
members of the community. The need for the Association arose as a result of : | Wi hateet | el steatue G
. . A . . . . . 3 $° 9 AP ot AP X o™, A
the City Council providing the community with a swimming bath - the first 7 ‘:\-?::&leic’g::" e e s : 00:3;;‘»
and only bath for Indians in Durban - in 1956. Since then the Association has RTRRN ||\ L " fﬁi\jﬁ*ﬂ"*ﬁ\»cjf:*" 6&3\9*.‘°¢:*§~':;’306 ek % 0%
come a long way - it is now in a position of staging an inter-provingiah A0\ Bt I O e w?,s o e
tournament.” %\ ﬁg‘ﬁ A\ e 2: ’t‘: ::‘3 : Zj’ng P :z a’f &:f o o ;:@ ;:99 o0
o The first biennial general meeting was

held in Cape Town on January 5, 1969.
Morgan Naidoo was elected president,
with George Govender (secretary), Roy
Parag (Records Clerk), and R. Bijou
(treasurer) filling the remaining positions

Attempts at inter-provincial competitions begun in 1959, following discussions
between the Natal association and Griqualand West. Although these attempts at
competition did not succeed, It did, as least set the stage for interprovincial
administrative contact. These contacts gave rise to several meetings in various
parts of the country. The words from the 1970 Tournament brochure extracted
below capture these historic days:

“There are reports that there had been some sort of association between
the Griqualand West Amateur Swimming Union and the Western Cape
Amateur Swimming Association. Prior to 1965, competitions had been
held between these two centres on a friendly basis. In 1964, certain
officials of the Western Cape Amateur Swimming Association - some
names that come to mind are: Mr. W.A. Paulse, Mr. R. Herbert and Mr. A.
Florris - visited several centres in the hope of establishing a national
organisation. There was general keenness at Durban, Kimberley, Port
Elizabeth and, of course, Cape Town. There was some difficulty iIn
establishing contact with the Transvaalers.

When the different provinces met in Cape Town on January 3, 1965 - Eastern Cape x
represented by Messrs. Y. Solomons and R. Hitzeroth; Griqualand West by Messrs. W. Messo 1
Rhoda and J. Myers; Natal by Messrs. M. Jithoo and S. Nadasen and Western Cape by o B

Messrs. W. Paulse, Herbert, Florris, L. Swain, E. Barlow, L. Van Breda and E. Shaw -

they agreed to begin working towards forming such a body.

The minutes of this founding meeting provide exciting historical material The first tournament of the 1970°’s of the fledgling organisation took place In

Durban (Balkumar Singh Baths, Asherville) from 4 - 10 January 190, hosted by the
renamed, Amateur Swimming Union of Natal with five teams (Eastern Cape,
Western Cape, Grigualand West, Transvaal and Natal) participating.



Swirnrnirie) Orcanisaiions in Souin Africea

When SAASwiF was formed in 1966, one of its stated objectives was membership to

FINA, however, because of the existing affiliation of the exclusively white, South African ST\ W\
. . . . - i > A\ il 17771 1 T a——
Amateur Swimming Union (SAASU) to FINA, SAASwiF was decided to engage SAASU s £ ffi SOUTH AFRICA
with a view to forming a single controlling organisation of aquatic sport in the country. ; 3 ﬂw}‘ﬁ : SWIMMING E]
On 17 July 1971, these two organisations met for the first time. The joint press release Q%‘ Y .
. . . . . . = ' A @ ) -
Issued after this meeting declared that both the organisations were committed to the - § _13 'J' *%v ..
principles of selection on merit, and pursuing a “non-racial” policy in swimming. ‘ % | t\ S A INTER SR
. .A. -PROVINCIAL
2\ | \ X o 1Q AP . . c.’:? S A R II‘TR AT R R
However, a few days later, SAASU breached an agreed code on presé% e \orRger
statements and unilaterally announced in the media that “teams would be Lo R e G TRREE R e
selected on merit, but within the framework of the government sport e - P A RET A RS
= )y . g . p > \ AL SoAc SWIMMING CHAE‘J? F} 'I i} h&" t \
policy”. SAASU knew full well that this meant a racially segregated o g 3 AT IVIND|
SR . ¥ }:\\\. )} 0o “ W A 2 A : . \ \;\ ] ' AL
approach to sports participation. e Sl st e jan uary 1972 — Caw fowr
\ ; s \ W s £ 4 ) » ' B
Despite this, both the organisations met on several occasions during 1971 <% «¥as 97 o0 v \ 0T |
and 1972. Because of the inability of the two organisations to agree on %y ¢ed% B PEiadiumd \Flssdins Ta68 A ot e STERN CAPE e
basic principles, SAASwiF suspended all discussions in October 1972, \\&\';“‘2-9*‘;“\\:\fj‘f\oo N w0 O \Wiae® \\}‘\;.\ ® aoy Serv - . NATAL B i
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and decided to apply directly to FINA for membership. On 20 August 1973, o S N N B e\ SN e WESTERN CAPE
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FINA expelled South Africa (SAASU) from international swimming. In %;“‘2\\\ 0%y &y 9350 i SeAN et
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The Amateur Swimming Association of Western Transvaal (ASAWT), Wy | i Y B

formed in May 1974, was the first “African” provincial swimming body In
South Africa. ASAWT helped organise the Vaal Triangle, with structures
being set up soon after in Northern Transvaal, Galeshewe (North Cape)
and Natal by January 1975. These developments led to the establishment
of the SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL AMATEUR SWIMMING ASSOCIATION
(SANASA) by May 1975. The SANASA Executive comprised of:
Monnathebe Senokoanyane (President); S. Ngcobo (Vice-president); Fikile
Soni (secretary), Mac Ratladi (treasurer). Later in the same year, units were
established in East London and Langa (Cape Town). ~
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SANASA, in November 1977 attempted to convene a natij

: : : : : : : N AN 41 s
aquatics organisations with a view to forming a sin a-@ﬂﬂlln&%dy.
This was unsuccessful. By 1980, SAASwiF had decide “that no further
ourpose would be served in engaging with SAASU. SAASwiF and SANASA
did however decide that a strengthening of relationships between their two

brganisations was critical for aquatic sport In the country. Informal
f.”interaction between the two organisations continued regularly until May

ﬁ 1981, when the two met formally. In November 1981, the SAASwiF National

£

- Council agreed that its organisation should dissolve to form a new united

structure with SANASA. On 31 January 1982, the Amateur Swimming
Associlation of South Africa (ASASA) was launched.

ASASA had no meaningful contact with SAASU throughout the 1980’s. A
changing political environment Iin the early 1990’s prompted the ASASA
Executive to engage once again with SAASU. Talks were held in 1991, but
once again fundamental differences resulted In a breakdown of
discussions. In 1992, a new FINA Commission was dispatched to South
Africa, and initiated talks between SAASU, ASASA and a splinter group from
ASASA. Later that year, FINA admitted a merged organisation, consisting of
SAASU and the ASASA splinter group into international aquatics. ASASA
remained outside this grouping until 1999, when through protracted
discussions between ASASA and the FINA recognised structure resulted In
a truly unified aquatics structure in South Africa. Swimming South Africa, as
we know It today Is the result of this history.




Racisn ancd Politics in Soutn Africarn) SWirnrnine
‘19606 - 2000

from the policies of Nazi Germany of the 1930°’s. The Broederbond, a
secret organisation that was the mastermind behind the ruling
National Party, and consisted of many of the leaders of the apartheid
government, clearly identified sport as an area of intervention for
advancing its philosophies of racial superiority.

There were times when these policies, were it not so hurtful would have

been laughable. Black nannies of white children were allowed into pools

(previously illegal), but only if they were accompanying their charges. ol g,
Entering the water was prohibited - unless a white child was drowning, of s £.190as. Yt of

Let nannies in— oflicial

Superintendents at Jo- But he added that the

hanneshurg paddling
pools were told officially
today: Let the nannies in.

“There Is a elear in-
struction from today that
nannies will be able to
accompany their charges
to all pools where no

entry fee is charged,” Dr

key word was “accom-
pany.”

“The idea is to accom-
pany the children, not
that the nannies should
swim themselves,” he said.

Any superintendent
who now ejected nannies
would he disobeying in-
structions.

Commenting on the refu-
sal of the district pool
superintendent at Park-
hurst, Mr Steve Naude, to
let Black nannies in, Dr
Bensusan said there may
have heen a misunder-
standing until now, and
no action would be eon-
templated against Mr
Naude.

10 TAKE OVER

ALL SA SPORT

By J. H. P. SERFONTEIN T/MES 22[wof72

A D Bensusan, THE BROEDERBOND
y has launched l-pl d i J-
of the ecity counci We will cross that “But the instructions are trol of South African sport by bringin;v:: mpa:;nsepoftasmg:ﬁ:st? l'a ‘

health and amenifies eom,  bridge when we come to  now clear,” he added. o . its i

- and urged to start working

s i R, from below by first winning
A S - SR 170y control of o e Broederk”

first step towards capturing
the regional, provincial and

It was apparent that SAASU preferred not to challenge government policy, eventually the national

bodies of as many sports as

although an open membership was not illegal. Government policy, was often possible. ~

. . . . . The new super Nation>’
tempered by international pressure, and were attempts at literally “duping” both Rt
nounce soon will *

local and international community. At times this sports policy became so trusted Broedert

These facts emn

convoluted that even the poor Minister of Sport, Piet Koornhof, could not help ety oF OrG st

dealing with the iss\
bec() m I n CO nfu Sed and its political impli
g : It is, therefore, no\
ing that the remarks 1
\ Dr. Piet Koornhof, the b
of  Immigration, Mines
Sport, at a Nationalist )\
meeting in Johannesburg \
accurately echoed the conte
of a special Broederbond doc
ment, dealing with sport, circu
lated in October last vear.
A circular of 1970 spelt out
to Broederbonders the urgency
for Afrikaners to play a far
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WDestern Provinee §
Amateur Swimming Association

et AR SR U {ER0JE SPEELTERRENTORRUSTING 1S UITGEROU VIR DI TSLUTLIE

R TN cEBRUIK VAN KINDERS WAT LEDE VAN DIE BLANKEGROEP IS.
. ~cCi HONDF WORD BINNE HIERDIE GEBIED TOESELAAT NIE.

The Chairman, Western Cape Swimming Assoc.
c/o R.W. Herbert,

Balmoral,

Fairmouth Ave.,

RETREAT.

Dear Sir,

With reference to our recent discussions in regard
To an Age Group gala at Newlands during the Cape Town Festival

season I can now clarify a point in regard to facilities for
swimmers and spectators.

.. The Dept of Sport and Recreation in laying down the
conditions under which such a gala may be held advise amongst
others that

"

dg;rate, sufficient and equivalent facilities for

the.d;fferent population groups must exist or be erected. These
facilities include 3

i) Entrance
ii) Ticket offices

iii) Toilet facilities for both sexed
iv) Refreshment stalls

g% Seated accomodation |
v

Separate personnel eg ushers programme selléfs ete:
. We are going ahead with our application to the Cape
Town municipality as time is running out on us, I Jjust felt
that I should let you know what the position is before you
reply to our invitation. ' | s BT

We look forwzard to your early reply.
Yours , ,faithfully,

However, it was not just the government,
S secret societies (the Broederbond) and
he white sports organisations that
promoted this racist divide In sport.
rporate South  Africa played a
significant role. Sponsorship of black
sport was virtually non-existent, with
white sport receiving up to twenty times
as much sports sponsorship. With these
sorts of discrepancies, one wonders how
black sport actually survived in this
environment!

President.

& B

No matter how hard SAASU attempted to prove to both our
organisations and the international community that they
operated within the ambit of South African law, it was obvious
from their actions that their position was not dissimilar to that of
the state. This became even more obvious when following top
level discussions between SAASwiF and SAASU in the early
seventies. At these talks SAASU agreed to the principle of non-
racialism, as stated in a joint statement issued after the talks. In
a not so strange twist (we had since become accustomed to the
workings of the organsation), two days later, the President of
SAASU (Roy Glegg), claimed that such agreed polices can only
work within the stated government‘Ro{Pé{]'/- which Mr. Glegg well

knew explicitly forbade joint _g@«t\i\ﬁ_ﬂes'/between SWi of
. < N 35 2 > DG
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By DENNIS DONE

LHE SOUTH AFRICAN Swimming Federation, which
control of non-White swimming in many
\reas In South Africa, has disassociated itself from the

claims majoi

South African Amateur Swimming Asscciation, which
has afhiliated to the White-controlled South African
swimming Union.
18] Hendriks Shreef
Abb id Anita Viotman
| whom he believed could hold
their own in better companv.
~ African
N f vhich
enta-
ImMmers
1 e have
11 ! r of
11 r affl-
, : te-con
? ith Africa Swim
x [l 'nio
Mr. Roy Glegg, president
of Lth White-controlled

Union., said after a meeting
In Bulawayo, where the na-
tional Currie Cup t‘h::l‘n[»iﬁll
ships began vyesterday, that
In future South African
teams would be selected on
merit irrespective of colour,
but within Government

nnlinxr

of a “coloured”

1I7S

Isolation on the sports front, the South African
government and the sports associations hanging onto its coat tails, attempted many
devious ways to deceive both the international community and the majority of black
South Africans. Racially exclusive sports organisations were created for black people —
the token leaders of these sham structures were then invited to sit on the executive
boards of the exclusively white organisations, and on specific occasions, the
membership of these sham organisations were invited to participate in certain events.
Total Integration was not permitted, not at club, provincial or national level. In
swimming, SAASU engineered
organisation (co-inciding with FINA investigation of racist swimming in South Africa) —
whose total membership consisted of its president, his sons and nephews! Of course,
this individual was invited to sit on the executive of SAASU, and the organisation
invited to participate in the South African Games In the seventies — and SAASU
claimed this as a “breakthrough”! f §

swimming

SAASwWIF of course, refused to be
part of these duplicitious actions,
and rejected this new “unity” and

participate In token
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With this type of attitude expressed both by the government and SAASU, the non-
little choice but to develop new
approaches in order to promote swimming among Black swimmers in South Africa.
SAASwIF decided that it was time to attempt to obtain international recognition. It
applied for membership to the Federation Internationale de Natation Amateur (FINA -
the international controlling body of aquatic sports). Because it had already
recognised SAASU (actually one of the founder members of FINA), FINA was forced
to send a top level Commission of Enquiry to South Africa. This mission included the
then President of FINA.

A lengthy 120 page submission by SAASwiF exposed both the state and
SAASU for their racial practises, a serious contravention of both FINA and the
International Olympic Committee (I0C). SAASwiIF vigorously campaigned for
the expulsion of SAASU from the world body. Faced with cries of playing
politics and hurting innocent swimmers (white!), SAASwiIF realised that only
this form of action will drive the racist practitioners to their senses. On the 30
August 1974 FINA Bureau announced the expulsion of South Africa from
International swimming.

9

The SAASwWIF Executive Members meeting the FINA Delegation in 1973
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Intirniclzation of Non-=-Racizl Swirnrnine Orejznisaitions

Both SAASwiIF and later SANASA paid dearly for their position on racism in swimming.
The state applied all its ruthless machinery against the organisations. In quick

succession, Federation officials Morgan Naidoo and Roger Ellick were refused
passports for overseas travel. These gentlemen were intending to present the case of
Black sportspeople to international fora. These shortsightedness on the part of the

state only served to further convince the international community that it was justified In

excluding white South Africa from participating in international sport.
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heen Strugeling since
{ to get the necessary
ments. In desperation, I

to that teleg
thev do not '
Belgrade.”

'he Belgraad
FINA Bureau
ming body) 18

ent a telegram, with a prs -

reply, to PretoriZ x> ‘
.

pointing oul O

matter. 1 ha \

But governmental intimidation was not all that these organisations faced. The
extreme white right wing showed little mercy when it came to expressing Its

opinions. Our Western Cape officials continuously expressed threatening telephone
calls - not even children of these officials were spared such action. In Natal these
acts of terror went chillingly further. Petrol bombs into homes and cars, and even
early morning gun attacks. The police have yet to uncover the culprits of these

Three months after having his passport withdrawn,
Morgan Naidoo was served with a “banning order”.
This prevented him from attending meetings of the

Federation, officiating at swimming galas or
conducting “Learn-to-Swim” campaigns. It also
prohibited him from being In the presence of more

atrocities.

than two people at any particular time.

MRS. MAYA NAIDOO
Saw smoke

SANASA officials were similarly threatened by state authorities at local level.
Officials of SANASA affiliates were generally employed by local government

“Administration Boards”. They were often pool supervisors, who in turn By G. R. NAIDOO
»&?f" AN ARMED white gunman

provided coaching and teaching programmes for youngsters at their pools. X o

Interaction with SANASA placed them in jeopardy of losing their jobs. Many AL N T | o SQ‘;}fJS;ﬁ“f{_‘ L
faced with such stark choices severed their links with the swimming S Ean.DAIg0, president
organisation to the detriment of swimming in those areas. The West Rand

Amateur Swimming

. Federation, in the early

Administrative Board (WRAB) which previously gave a grant-in-aid of R100 ellginfiyestarday morn.
and R400 to ASAWT and SANASA respectively per season, discontinued the

grants. The WRAB'’s attempt to destroy the unity of the organisers met with

In another incident, believed to be
related, gunmen fired a burst of at least
eight shots from-a high velocity 7,62mm ri-

fle at the home of Mr. Harold Strachan, an

ing.
A second gunman stood next to a parked
Kombi on the street outside the Naidoo
home in Foxgrove Place, Springsfield.
fallure. However, similar action by Boards in other parts of the country, did
succeed in causing division, as people were threatened with dismissal if they
did not co-operate with the authorities. As a result, swimming in these areas
suffered a severe blow.

| arts lecturer. Like Mr. Naidoo, Mr.
% Strachan was formerly a banned person.

This is the second attempt on the
property of both men.

In October, 1976, a petrol bomb was
thrown through the windscreen of Mr.
Naidoo’s car, parked outside his home.
The incident occurred in the early hours of

the morning.

In August last year, Mr. Strachan was |
fired at by a gunman while sitting in his
@ diningroom with his wife, Maggie, and
8% son, Joe. The single shot missed him by
centimetres, '
R Mr. Naidoo, whose five-year banning
which was holed in the attack on his order expired in October last year, told
house. The arrow points to where the me he was woken by ;xn»;:-:p!(mm'\ at2.20in

sinole , 2 1
‘ingle bullet chipped the wall In his the morning. .

lounge. '
§ “Both my wife, Maya, and

At the time of the merger between SANASA and SAASwiF, only
ASAWT was still fully operative. Contact with the people in the rest of
the country was lost as people - through fear of losing their jobs -

distanced themselves from SANASA.




Ralisineg Stanclarcs of Non-racial Cornoeiitive Swirrrnirc

Given this extremely abnormal set of conditions that were operating in an
Important social activity such as sport is, it is a wonder that non-racial swimming
actually survived this onslaught. One of the primary reasons that both SAASwiF
and SANASA lived to give birth to ASASA was that despite the politics the
engulfed our sport, both organisations strove to give their young membership
exactly what they wanted: recreational and competitive swimming.
Notwithstanding the difficulties, lack of facilities and lack of finances, the non-
racial swimming organisations that standards were constantly improving. This
they did through a variety of ways.
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In fact in the early days of non-racial swimming, with limited resources at our
disposal (the first swimming facility for Black people in Natal was the Balkumar
Singh Pool opened in 1956), the commitment of coaches, swimmers and
administrators resulted in performances that were comparable with our privileged
white counterparts. Swimmers such as Ismail Vaye] and Seelan Nair were
producing times that were as good as the wonderboy of white swimming, Paul
Blackbeard. Grigualand West Amateur Swimming Association’s young star, Brian
Hermanus, was producing times that will have obtained him a place in the finals of
1972 Olympics

' ®
A ‘ Credit for the standards set Iin the late
sixties and early seventies must go to
. 173
REXLER KYZER/can hold his ow

/ " men lik mba Ramsamy, who, with
the best swimmers in South Africa __ﬂ . < e Samba : a .Sa Y; O.’ !

Baths on Friday International swimming experience,
| coached the Natal team to Iits early

SUCCESS.
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® e was South African

champion from 19681970,
even more remarkable whem I "o 0 ihen has concentrated

hwm;mt:-h-d on coaching.
wmmi‘g‘rl"; @ He fhelped to establish
son the Manta club A Yoar ago.

Dot
The lifesaver of the Year
A former BSouth African .. Dy B L
g mediey At 22 years his best ycor or
,  two may still be lhud“‘cii, hl:n.
appearances intepclub galas A fantastic tumn, c e
mmm given the taught himself and perfecied,
She the Incen- helped him considernbly on Fri-

| -y t as he surged ahead of
e v el it 5 8 G S bl e

Throughout its existence, organisations such as SAASwiF, SANASA and
ASASA continually undertook programmes aimed at improving standards.
Gala Officials’ Courses and Examinations was the norm from the early
seventies, with almost every pool deck official fully conversant with the latest
FINA rules and conduct of competitive swimming. Developing coaches and
coaching programmes was critical to this programme. Manuals where even
developed for the traditionally “cinderella” codes such as water polo — note
the “artist” of this 1980 publication for water polo — none other than the
current President of Swimming South Africa!
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® Coach Samba Ramsamy passing over
4 some finer points to Colin Meth and Anjini
o ~ Jithoo.

SOUTH AFRICAN AMATEUR
SWIMMING  FEDERATION

SAASwiF COACHES CLINIC
ORGANISED & HOSTED BY

Western Cape Amateur

Swimming Association

1982

. & LECTURE NOTES
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Some of the female stars of the sixties: Jacqueline Meth, Selva
Kisten, Roshini Pillay, Sandra Kisten and Anjini Jithoo
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Interprovincial Swimming

R ATZEL, METR

TREMENDOUS interest was displayed at the South African in(er-l’fovincial

Amateur Swimmingktoumament staged at the Wynberg swimming baths on
three nights of last week. | ,

Only three centres, Natal,
Griqualand West and Western
Cape participated but this did
not detract from the outstand-
ing success of the venture,
which was attended by big
crowds at every session.

The battle for final honours
resolved into a close and
absorbing struggle between
Natal and Griqualand West.
Natal eventually took first
place with 339 points. Griqua-
land West came second with
291 points and Western Cape

_was a poor third with only 49
points.

\

W.P. FAILS

- Western Cape'’s inability to
match the skill and efficiency
of the two visiting centres was
rather surprising and to a large
extent alarming. It is generally
known that there are more and
~better swimming facilities here
than anywhere else and the
failure. of the local swimmers
was therefore difficult to under«
stand. g :
It is obvious that the Cape

laoe wawe Paw hohind and cnmea.

ERS

international competi-

. P /
The South African maLfeur and 1
Swimming Federation has decided | tion.

to invite an overseas coach with in-| <«Iow much worse off are we not

ternational experience to tour South | havine had any kind of international
Africa and conduct coaching clinics. | competition?” |

The decision was taken at the
PATIENCE

ck7€f

Federation’s annual general meeting
held in Durban recently.

On the recommendation of its pre-
sident Mr. Morgan Naido, the meet-
ing also decided to select one or
two of its most promising swim-

cers and send them overseas where
I ' ~nld join clubs.

“Olympic games are out of the
question — at this stage anyway.
South African swimmers cannot
engage in friendly competitions,
simply because we are not affiliated
to FINA. We cannot invite another
| country for the same reason. 1




The non-racial organisations were determined to provide the highest
possible incentives for its swimmers. The Federation’s top five
swimmers of 1972 were given a lifetime opportunity. They were sent to a
siX week training course at the capital of English swimming, Crystal
Palace. Once again, credit to Samba Ramsamy for his role In
Federation’s ambitious programme.

If standards within SAASwiF and SANASA were so
high in the early days, why is the gap between white
and black so wide today. This question is often asked
by many on both sides of the unity divide. The
discourse presented above should provide some idea
to the answer to this question. In the early sixties, the
facilities that existed although were greatly different
(black swimmers had fewer pools, less experienced
coaches; white swimmers had internationally trained
coaches as a norm, with pools Iin most suburbs). Wl Hegks (itre
However, sheer tenacity on the part of the non-racial -:\‘f :
sports organisations partially compensated for this:
provision of high level national championships,
coaching clinics etc.

- * e . .' -,
» e . o r i -"‘\' "Re'y
i T A v > & . e ¢ “ 4, : A
« YA . ‘..ul . P A" .’ \ ..2‘0 ! .,‘?-' ‘C | O ' 0. g -v. ‘
& LK e A . *Q v o PR L
1 £ f » . ) Q': L] . -~ \ ' - . ,- "
¢ Y 3 ARy ORI 2 As » Nt
RN ‘

. 4 "'
"'" L
,-;‘.*ﬁ

X i » » r b(" L B

. 54 '.._ ﬁ., ’ ) , A
'o b 1 . . '4 a . y ’ L v o
LN "".‘}‘..\ S d Mm;’/.«;";
L~y .‘.’ f°“t‘*$“d‘ TR i

Spectator facilities at the Galeshewe Pool, Kimberley, at the time of the first ASASA
Nationals, 1982. Inspected by Monathebe Senokoanyane (President), Morgan Naidoo
(Secretary) and Brian Hermanus (Griqualand West Tournament Convenor)

However with the onset of the seventies this imbalance
suddenly widened. In order to appease white sportspersons
who were increasingly being isolated from the international
community, vast amount of money was invested by the state
In the provision of resources and other facilities for the white
swimmer. Almost overnight, white exclusive Olympic
standard swimming pools sprung up in major centres. Heated
pools which permitted year round training programmes
became the norm. Our swimming got stuck in the sixties
mould: 25 yard and 331/3 yard pools for the summer months
were our watering grounds - little wonder that our officials
were mathematicians - the Conversion Table Books were
always in demand!

White swimming celebrated when its prestige swimming pool, the
Ellis Park received electronic timing - for the first time in South
Africa - way back in 1972. White swimming took anti-ripple lanes
for granted. The first time that black swimmers were able to
experience electronic timing was in the 1990’s — some 20 years
later!
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h in relay races for
its are necessary, and
positions are decided on times.

Transvaal won the first heat
comfortably on .\Il_)l](](i.\' and
Northerns romped home in the
second. As spectacles both
races fell flat. Yet in the final
senarated

t boon to

time
Ung scoreboard.

An electron
was tried at Ellis Park two
veal. a0 8 an experiment,
but the new §system,
installed at thi
city council,
countrv's first permanent auto-
matic timing equipmeni
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When ASASA celebrated its inaugural national championships in 1982
at the Galeshewe township in Kimberley, the facilities were dangerous
and seriously substandard — little more than ropes for lanes! And they
still want to know why we are were we are.......




Trioute to r=allen Heroes

o

Morgan Naidoeo

Entered swimming in 1964 as Vice President of the Natal Amateur Swimming Association. President and
founder member of SAASwIF (1966) until its merger with SANASA in 1982. Secretary General of ASASA
since its launch until his death in October 1988. Founder member of SACOS. SACOS President 1980-81;
Secretary General 1981-84; Publicity Secretary 1986. Played an instrumental role in isolating racist
swimming organisations from international sport. Banned for five years under the Suppression of
Communism Act from 19731978. Posthumously awarded the Nelson Mandela President's Sports
Administrator's Award in October 1998.

MondinEpESENoRKOURyCane

First President of SANASA (1975-1982). Played a crucial role in developing
swimming in the African townships, especially in the then Transvaal. Was a key
roleplayer in the unification between SAASwWIF and SANASA in 1982. Became first
president of ASASA in 1982 until he was tragically killed in a car crash on April 16,

1983.

Tom Paulse

rlelffV/ rlaplelfle 43

The true elder statesmen of non-racial sport and swimming in particular. A founder member of the
Eastern Cape Amateur Swimming Association in the early sixties and played an important role shaping
the direction of SAASwiF and instrumental in the organsation of school sport in the sixties. Was
responsible for ensuring that technical standards was maintained within non-racial sport, through
Officials’ Courses and examinations, development of coaching technical manuals etc. He was integral to
coaching his sons, particularly Denver and Gavin to successes competitive swimming. Played key roles
In ASASA, including that of acting President at various times.

Arcnie rulley

Another stalwart of non-racial sport, and leader of aquatic sport. He was Vice President and Acting
President of SAASwIF since the early seventies until its merger with SANASA in 1982. He was active
In school sport throughout his life. He continued to be active in swimming at a national level until
late In his life

Founder member of the South African Amateur Swimming Federation (SAASwIF) Iin
1965 and of ECASA. Played an instrumental role in establishing ECASA swimming as
a key force In national events in the seventies and eighties, especially from his
Uitenhage base at Dolphins Swimming Club- one of the oldest swimming clubs in the
country. Served on the ASASA Executive as a ECASA delegate. Was the winner of the
presitigious ASASA Sportsperson of the Year Award in 1996. Died in office in 1997.

— - IV ~ o
Fred Beukes

S Ulele)siel M orlel el

Executive member of the Eastern Cape Amateur Swimming Association from 1972-1979. She moved to
Cape Town where she became secretary of Western Cape ASA from 1980-1987. She was the SA Senior
Schools Sports Association secretary from 1977-1979. She served the Eastern Province Senior Schools
Sports Association from 1964-1979. On her return to King Willlamstown in 1987, she began organising
swimming in this area following the decline in activities of the Border ASA. She died in 1991, while still
active in the ranks of ASASA.

Founder member of the Aquadale Swimming Club in Southern Transvaal ASA,
based at Ennerdale. Became secretary of STASA and in 1990 became General
Secretary of ASASA, a post which he held until ill-nealth forced to accept a less
onerous task - that of assistant secretary of ASASA in 1994. Fred died in office

on 14 February 1997.




Otiner Stalwerts of nor-=racial swirnrnirc

V.ASITINGIK

Mr. Nair’s involvement in aquatic sport commenced Iin the late sixties as chairperson of the Otto Swimming
Club. Executive member of the Durban and District Swimming Association and the Natal Indian Amateur
Swimming Association then renamed the Amateur Swimming Union of Natal in 1967. Mr Nair served as
President and Vice President until 1976. Returned to the position of Vice President from 1989 — 1994 in the
Amateur Swimming Association of Natal. Apart from his involvement at club and provincial level, Mr. Nair
served In various positions in SAASwiF from 1968 until 1980. He was a leading technical official, deputy
convenor of the Gala Officials’ Course and Examinations Convenor at a national level. Mr. Nair was one of
the most accredited technical officials on the pooldeck, having been referree and starter at almost all
national tournaments. In recognition of his contribution to sport, Mr. Nair won the prestige KZN Premier’s
Sportsperson Award in 2002 and a lifetime achievement recognition by Swimming South Africa in 2005

IMIKEND VA

Started out his career in the mid sixties as a swimmer, subsequently became coach and chairperson of
Whalers Swimming Club from Eldorado Park in Jo’burg. Became President of the then Southern
Transvaal affiliate of ASASA. Played a major role in the merger between SAASwiF and SANASA, and
became pro-tem secretary, then assistant secretary and in 1984 became vice president of ASASA.
Became President of ASASA In 1990, until its merger with Swimming South Africa in 1999, when he
became Vice President for Development in the restructured SSA in 2000.

Siceonnam

One of the early administrators of Border Amateur Swimming Association, formed and affiliated to
ASASA In the mid 1980°’s. Was involved In the unity talks in the early 1990’s. Became Deputy
President following a merger with SAASU In 1992, and then President in 1996 until 2004. Played an
iImportant role in the unification of Swimming South Africa and ASASA in 1999. Currently Deputy
President. Apart from swimming also involved in senior positions in national rugby, as well as being

the former Chairperson of the SA Sports Commission.

 NHELOREGISERYENE

Formerly coach and chairperson of Senoane Swimming Club from Soweto. A key executive member of
SANASA, who became the vice president of ASASA at its formation, and subsequently its President upon
the demise of Monathebe Senokoanyane in 1983. lliness forced him out of aquatics administration in 1990.

Pelrelrr) NMellelere)

He was initially a swimmer of Daintree Swimming Club, then of Otto Swimming Club, during the sixties. Participated in first non-racial
national swimming championships held in Cape Town, 1965. Since then he participated in ALL annual national swimming
championships organised by adult body and schools’ structures between 1965 — 1973. He was the national champion in all butterfly,
freestyle and breaststroke events between 1965 — 1973, and was the national surfswimming champion in 1970/71. Coach for Otto from
1973 — 1979 producing provincial and national swimming champions and national record holders. Was appointed Natal provincial
coach: 1974 - 1979 and again from 1992 — 1999. In addition, he was also the provincial Primary School’s Swimming Coach (1974 -
1979), the provincial Senior School’s Coach (1974 - 1979). He was the coach of winning national team for several years: 1974 - 1979;
1994 — 1999 and coach of runner up national team: 1993. Two of his proteges (Seelan Nair and Anita Vlotman) were selected to travel to
a three month international training programme to London in 1975. Was recognised for his contribution to the sport by being
nominated for the Premier’s Sportsperson Award in 2001. He was also the Assistant Coach to the national team which toured Brazil in
1999. Provincial and national Selection Committee member from 1990 — 1996 and again in 2000.

Selerloe] Kelgrlselir)/

Samba was one of the early coaches of Otto Swimming Club and coach of the provincial side in Natal. In those early days, he was also records-clerk and
treasurer of the provincial organisation. He left the country in 1968 and became based in the United Kingdom became one of the leading international
campaigners for the isolation of apartheid sport in South Africa. As President of the South African Non-Racial Olympic Committee (SANROC), Samba was
responsible for representing many of the non-racial sporting codes on the international front. He often represented SAASwiF at the FINA meetings. On his
return to South Africa in 1992, Samba became the first president of the South African Amateur Swimming Association and the president of the National
Olympic Committee of South Africa (NOCSA). He stepped down as a formal Swimming South Africa member in 2004, to assume the position of Honorary
Life President of the organisation and a Vice President of FINA

EGdiesviein

His career started in 1959, when he joined Daintree Swimming Club, based at the Balkumar Swimming Pool at
Asherville, Durban. Captain of the provincial team to national competitions from 1964 - 67. Provicial swimming coach
for the Amateur Swimming Association of Natal from 1980 — 1985. Swimmers under his guidance have received
national and provincial honours, including receiving international sports scholarships to university in the USA.
Director of Development in KwaZulu Natal Aquatics from 1992 to 2001, and the Deputy President from 1996 until 2000,
Executive member of Swimming South Africa from 1997 until 2000.
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- 1965 - 1966 —

NATAL AMATEUR SWIMMING ASSOCIATION

&

h =

L to R: Vasi Nair, Dhama Nair, Dhasi Naidoo, Archie Hulley, RK Naidoo, Strini Natal Executive, 1965-66: (Standing) A. Mira, Morgan Naidoo (Vice President),

Naidoo, unknown visitor, Reggie Feldman, DK Singh, Harry Hendricks — Krishna Veeran (Coach), I. Mahabir, M. Jithoo (Vice President); (Seated) EH Ismail
administrators of SAASwIF in the early seventies (Patron), SV Reddy (Treasurer), R. Hansrajh (President), S. Nadasen (Secretary),
Samba Ramsamy (Record Clerk)

SOUTH AFRICAN AMATEUR SWIMMING FEDERATION

(FOUNDED APRIL 6, 1966)
Officials and Members: 1971/73.

4

SAASwiIF, 1971/3: (Back): SR Naidoo (Natal), IH Maclean (Eastern Cape), HCC ASASA Executive 1985 L to R: Mike Davy (Deputy President),
Hendricks (Eastern Cape), N Jephta (Grigualand West), (Middle) S Viranna (Primary Rocky Naidoo (Records Clerk), Thabo Seotsanyane
School), D Nair (Natal), T.Paulse (Eastern Cape), Al van Breda (Western Cape), D (President), Morgan Naidoo (General Secretary), Adam
Naidoo (Natal), K McAnda (Griqualand West), MS Singh (Senior Schools); (Front): Abdool (Treasurer)
RW Herbert (Western Cape), V. Nair (Vice President), M Naidoo (President), D.
Naidoo (Asst Secretary), SK Naidoo (Treasurer), RW Maurice (Western Cape) SG 5 - U 7-
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The text and layout of this historical display of non-

ASASA Executive 1999 - L to R (standing): Jace Naidoo (General Secretary), Mike racial swimming since 1966 was done bthaj;ce_n Naidoo
Davy (President), Cyril Julie (Deputy President), Roland Wagner (Records — and sponsored by Swimming South Africa

Technical), Errol van der Hoeven (Records Clerk), Rishi Hiramun (Age Group
Convenor), Rocky Naidoo (Assistant Secretary), Aubrey Goosen (Assistant Records
Clerk), Audrey Meyer (Synchronised Swimming Convenor), Johnny Kamal (Treasurer)




